WOMEN : TRADITION AND CULTURE

We delineate a person's culture by assessing his conduct,
learning, talents, artistic excellence, and skill and capacity. Likewise
we determine a society's culture by the qualities of modesty,
discretion, tradition, character and genius of the individuals in that
society. Hence, it is but proper to describe the situation of the Indian
woman on the basis of her position and status in the Indian culture
keeping these values in mind. It is talked about that a man's culture
and a woman's culture are different, being dependent on their
customs and practices. The inability to see that just as there cannot
be any differentiation in terms of genes and blood between men and
women, there cannot be any difference in culture is the cause for
this confusing situation. This is the speciality of Indian culture. In
fact, the definition of culture is distinct from the definition of civilisation.
It is a pity that the meaning of culture has become insignificant on
account of the attitude of persons ignorant of the differences between
civilisation and culture. Our dress, style, or tools determine our
civilisation. At one time we travelled in bullock-carts. Today we
move about in motor cars and aeroplanes. Long long ago, men
and women used leaves and skins to cover their bodies. Today,
we use fine cloth. We are utilising gas and electricity, and electronic
equipment for our comfort. Thanks to the advance of science, our
civilisation is progressing. The change is appreciable. But culture
comprises attitudes and emotions, customs and human values. That
the culture has not changed in a fundamental manner is not a
statement that is far from truth. The status of the present-day woman
has undergone some change in respect of her club life, dress and
style, and education and employment. In the past the woman was
a slave. Nowadays she has been reduced to the situation of a doll
in a showcase. That may be considered as the result of the influence
of civilisation on her. To sing the song of adoration of the past,
and to proclaim flamboyantly that old is gold is the only culture we
have.

Our culture has been a prisoner, bound hand and foot by
religion. Our women are the frogs in the well, constricted in their
conduct by tradition. A review of the past and the present is
necessary to find out the causes of this situation. The Vedas,